


Laser Assisted Uvulopalatoplasty (LAUP) and Cautery Palatoplasty are essentially the same 
surgery. Their goal is to reduce the amount of excess tissue of the soft palate which can vibrate 
when one breathes. The laser has been used as it may involve less pain afterward but involves 
the added cost of having a special laser. We office cautery palatoplasty as an option for treatment 
of snoring, although recommend the radiofrequency soft palate treatment described below. 
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Radiofrequency treatment for the soft palate - This involves insertion of an insulated needle 
electrode beneath the surface of the soft palate into the muscle. Radiofrequency electrical current 
is applied to cause the muscle to be cauterized and shrink. This is performed in 3 - 5 spots in the 
soft palate (the figure above has 3) The purpose is to shrink and stiffen the soft palate to reduce 
its vibration when you breathe and to reduce snoring. 
 
What to expect with this surgery 
  

• Performed in the office 
• Performed with topical anesthesia and injection of local anesthesia. 
• Procedure lasts 10 - 15 minutes. 
• Snoring surgeries require 1 - 4 sessions (treatments as described above) - the average is 

about 2. These are spaced 6 - 8 weeks apart to allow healing. 
 
What to expect after surgery 
 

• Throat pain - may occur for a week afterward. You will be given medication for this. 
• Activity - as tolerated 
• Throat appearance - the surgical area in the throat will become coated with white for 7 - 

10 days. 
• Oral Hygiene - tooth brushing is OK as desired. Gentle mouth rinsing with warm water or 

warm salt water (1/2 tsp. salt in 8 oz of water) is often soothing. 
• Diet - as tolerated. Hot, cold, spicy, acidic, and citrus foods may sting 

 
Thank you again for the opportunity to participate in your health care! Please let us know if we 
can answer any further questions or how we may make your surgical experience more pleasant! 


